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Sometimes, we cannot see the forest for the 

trees. I think this is one of those expressions 

that we hear but don't necessarily fully 

understand. This is an expression typically 

used of someone who is too involved in the 

details of a problem to look at the situation 

as a whole.  

I live in Cleveland, Ohio, and am blessed to 

have one of the world's great art museums in 

my backyard. The Cleveland Museum of Art 

boasts a robust permanent collection that is 

free to the general public. Every era and 

style of art can be experienced, from 

classical, Biblical paintings to sculptures by 

Rodin, and works of the impressionists. One 

style of painting that always seems to 

capture my attention is pointillism. This was 

a technique used by artists like Georges 

Seurat and Paul Signac. It was a painstaking 

technique in which images were made not 

by brushstrokes but by small dots. These 

dots ultimately create a grand picture. 

However, if you're like me, you can't help 

getting as close to the canvas as possible in 

order to see the individual dots that make up 

the final product. Only when one steps back 

from such a piece can it truly be appreciated.  

When we think about getting God's answers 

to life's problems, I think we have to spend 

some time discussing the importance of 

perspective. I believe people who operate in 

the joy of the Lord have this marvelous 

ability to step back from any situation in 

which they find themselves and see the big 

picture, God's perspective. They have a way 

of seeing God in every situation.  

In Philippians chapter 1, we see Paul writing 

a letter to the church he helped found in 

Philippi (Acts 16).  Philippians is one of the 

most joyous books in the Bible with 

constant references to "joy" and "rejoice." 

How amazing it is, then, to realize that Paul  

 

wrote this joyful epistle from prison. He is 

in trouble for preaching the gospel, and yet 

he repeatedly uses joyful expressions in 

order to convey his advice about the 

Christian life. Meanwhile, I blow a gasket 

when videos on my phone don't play quickly 

enough.  

When I have struggled in my spiritual life, it 

has been when I am too close to the 

painting. One thing happens that I believe is 

unfair or unjust, and I can't take my eyes off 

that one dot. In doing so, I have lost God's 

perspective. Like the painting, I need to 

develop the discipline of stepping back to 

get a fresh, Godly perspective and narrative 

over my current situation. 

 If we stay too close to the painting, we are 

going to miss the big picture that God is 

creating. We will start majoring on the 

minors and obsessing over individual dots 

and lose the grand mission of our life, not to 

mention the joy of the Lord which is meant 

to be our strength. 

All of us have fresh dots on the canvas that 

may be begging for our attention, but we 

need to do what Paul did from prison and 

get God's perspective on those dots. We 

need to step back, get God's perspective, and 

put those dots in their proper context.  

As we will see in Philippians 1, when we 

maintain God's perspective over our lives, it 

helps us to continue to do three necessary 

things.  

Sharing our Faith  

" And I want you to know, my dear brothers 

and sisters, that everything that has 

happened to me here has helped to spread 

the Good News. For everyone here, 

including the whole palace guard, knows 

that I am in chains because of Christ. And 



because of my imprisonment, most of the 

believers here have gained confidence and 

boldly speak God's message without fear." 

Philippians 1:12-14 NLT  

As believers in Christ, the Lord always 

makes sure that we have an audience. That 

audience is meant for the express purpose of 

sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ whenever 

we have an opportunity. This was Paul to a 

tee. No matter what Paul was doing, the 

gospel always came first. He never allowed 

momentary disappointment to lose his 

audience. It was his reason for being, his 

reason for living. Everything was about the 

gospel. It was about making disciples of all 

nations, and that begins by making converts, 

and that begins with sharing our faith with 

our audience, no matter what.  

How quickly I lose sight of sharing the 

gospel. Sometimes I find myself too 

preoccupied with getting my oil changed, 

planning my calendar, or scanning social 

media to remember what this whole thing is 

about. The gospel is for all of us every day, 

and I need His perspective to remember that.  

Sharing our faith and telling others about 

Jesus is rarely a planned event.  Have you 

found that to be true? I've tried to plan it, 

and it never works the way I think it will. 

We try to conveniently schedule it into our 

day, but it usually ends up being an 

"interruption" to our task list. However, 

rather than focusing on the "dot" of 

inconvenience, if we step back and have 

God's perspective, we won't see it as an 

interruption but an opportunity.  

One of the things I do to supplement my 

income is driving for Uber. Not only does it 

help pay some bills, but it has given me 

stories to use for a lifetime. It was during an 

Uber trip at 2:30 a.m. on a Saturday night 

that the Lord gave me an opportunity to 

share the gospel with a guy I had picked up 

from a strip club. You can't make this stuff 

up. Early in the trip, a surprisingly sober 

Tyler asked me what else I do besides drive 

for Uber. I told him I was also a minister. 

This is usually where the conversation ends, 

but Tyler responded, "Well I had twelve 

years of Catholic education only to realize 

I'm not Catholic." And so, our conversation 

began. Even though I was tired from a long 

night of driving (and a bad experience 

immediately preceding Tyler), the Lord 

helped me to step back and see the big 

picture. Eventually Tyler expressed that he 

could not understand why the good 

Buddhists and Muslims he knew couldn't 

also make it into heaven. I responded, 

"Tyler, here's why I have decided to plant 

my flag in Christianity. All the other 

religions and spiritual pursuits of the world 

are all about what I have to do to get to God. 

Christianity is all about what God did to get 

to us, and there is no way I can get to Him 

on my own." By the end of the trip, he told 

me he appreciated my perspective and was 

grateful that I didn't feel the need to trash 

other religions in doing so. I thanked him for 

being my best ride of the night.  

Heaven knows I have missed my share of 

opportunities in my life because it was not 

convenient for me. God forgive me. If I 

don't have God's perspective, it can have 

eternal implications. I am just glad I 

recognized this one.  

By the time Paul wrote Philippians, he had 

every reason in the world to be full of self-

pity and misery. He could have focused on 

that dot on the canvas, obsessed over it, and 

become full of offense toward the Lord. "So 

here I am after all my years of faithful 

service to the Lord. I could be starting up 

more churches, but noooo, I'm stuck here on 

the sidelines." That is probably what I would 

be journaling. Paul had God's perspective. 

What he's saying instead is, "Look at all 

these chances to bring the gospel to people. 



Between the prisoners and the guards, it's 

like shooting fish in a barrel." Now that is 

perspective. When was the time we saw our 

everyday jobs that way? Paul had the ability 

to see the big picture, even through his own 

imprisonment, and to see God's hand in it.  

This wasn't going to be a "time out" for him; 

it was an opportunity to expand the 

Kingdom of God.   

My friend, you have a story worth telling. In 

the book of Acts, we repeatedly see Paul 

telling his story from being a religious 

terrorist against Jesus to being His greatest 

missionary. It was a compelling story. Paul 

helps us understand that where I am right 

now is my mission field. Whether it's a 

cubicle, a home school, a corner office, a 

sports team, a club, or community action 

group – that is where I have been 

intentionally put by God to make an impact.  

They must know your story. Who knows 

your story? Maybe you don't believe it is 

nearly as gripping as Paul's, but if God is in 

it, it is worth telling.  

I remember a segment that correspondent 

Steve Hartman used to do on the CBS 

Evening News years ago called, "Everybody 

has a story." To prove it, he would throw a 

dart at a map of America, go to whatever 

city it landed on, pick a person at random 

from the phone book (which shows you how 

long ago it was), and find out their story. It 

was amazing to hear the stories of random 

people's lives and how they overcame 

difficult circumstances to be where they 

were. Let's not be ashamed of our story.  We 

can inspire so many others. We may not like 

where we are right now, but can we step 

back enough from the painting to see that it's 

a place where we can still tell someone our 

story, and they can be brought to Jesus? We 

have to stop making it about ourselves. We 

have an audience. We have a story.  

Avoiding Drama 

Having the Lord's perspective through all 

the events of life allows us to avoid 

unnecessary drama, which is to say, all 

drama.  

"It's true that some are preaching out of 

jealousy and rivalry. But others preach 

about Christ with pure motives. They preach 

because they love me, for they know I have 

been appointed to defend the Good News. 

Those others do not have pure motives as 

they preach about Christ. They preach with 

selfish ambition, not sincerely, intending to 

make my chains more painful to me. But that 

doesn't matter. Whether their motives are 

false or genuine, the message about Christ is 

being preached either way, so I rejoice. And 

I will continue to rejoice." Philippians 1:15-

18, NLT  

I was listening to an interview on the radio 

one day with a professional school speaker 

who recently asked kids, "What do you want 

to be when you grow up?" One young girl 

said, "A housewife." Surprised by the 

answer, especially in light of modern 

feminism, he asked, "Really? A housewife?" 

And the girl said, "Yeah. Like the Real 

Housewives of Atlanta that I see on TV. 

Whether because of the proliferation of 

reality television programming or the advent 

of social media, it seems that the "drama 

quotient" in people's lives has never been 

higher. To watch ridiculous shows like "The 

Real Housewives" of  Anywhere, reveals 

that "normal" is a condition in which we are 

constantly in a profane confrontation with 

somebody over nothing at all times.  

There is drama everywhere, and the Church 

is not exempt. Satan is a master of 

distraction. Jesus said the world will know 

we are His by our love for each other. So, 

the enemy knows that if he can distract us 

and disrupt that, we will lose our 

effectiveness and joy, and one of the 



patented ways the enemy wants us distracted 

is with petty debates and arguments.  

What I love about Paul was his ability to not 

be dragged down into petty drama and 

conflict or by anything that didn't matter. 

This is a big part of the enemy's arsenal 

against the church.  It is not so much that we 

will all be drawn into sin or heresy. No, he 

wants us rendered ineffective by getting 

caught up in trivial debates and arguments 

over things like politics or church music.  

Reality television only gets ratings if there is 

artificial conflict. And while the church 

classically doesn't need a lot of help in this 

department, it has seeped into our 

sanctuaries. I say this in churches all the 

time, because it is true: if you've never been 

hurt in church, you've never gone to church. 

You will get hurt in church. People from the 

pulpit will say things we don't like. 

Someone will walk past us in the lobby 

without saying "hi." Our kid won't be picked 

for the student leadership team. Someone 

will double-park in our usual spot. 

Someone's kids will run uncontrollably 

through the sanctuary without correction. In 

other words, we are going to have 

opportunities every week to be offended and 

outraged. We need to practice Biblical 

conflict resolution. (1) When we're hurt, we 

pray for healing and forgive the offender. (2) 

If the offense remains, we go to the offender 

and work for mutual, Biblical 

understanding. We don't take a poll of 20 

people first to see if they agree with us. (3) 

If there is a deeper sin issue that must be 

confronted but they won't acknowledge it, 

we bring a church leader or two with us to 

confront it, because we are concerned for 

their heart and soul. (4) We let church 

leadership handle it from there and live in 

forgiveness.  

There is no room for drama if we forgive the 

sins of others. Period. Which means we will 

also be forgiven by the Lord. Hopefully, we 

are determined to be unoffendable and avoid 

drama to begin with. Church drama can so 

easily take a life of its own, and we soon 

completely lose our gospel mandate. 

 When Paul was imprisoned, he became 

aware that there were some preachers who 

were taking advantage of the situation, 

literally preaching the gospel for personal 

gain, looking to steal away the affections of 

the churches Paul had planted. I am hard 

pressed to think of a better reason to "go to 

the mattresses," as they say in The 

Godfather. However, Paul wouldn't be 

dragged into the drama of personalities and 

judging people's motives. His reaction was 

incredible and unexpected. "But that doesn't 

matter. Whether their motives are false or 

genuine, the message about Christ is being 

preached either way, so I rejoice." In other 

words, Paul cared only about the message. 

Only God could deal with the messengers. 

He would not seek to divide the Kingdom by 

turning his friends in Philippi against other 

preachers. Wow! And again, I say, wow!  

If I could strongly encourage believers in 

Christ in one area, it would be in their social 

media posting regarding politics. Some of us 

love the sweat of political battle and 

argument online so much that we lose our 

perspective and become more enamored 

with winning arguments than winning souls. 

I'm not saying we shouldn't vote or be 

informed or have opinions. We just need to 

make sure we're not getting dragged into the 

drama of outrage and offense that our world 

lives in daily.  

There are people who base their entire lives 

on what a politician tweets or the outlandish 

statements they make on cable news 

channels. It can take up so much time and 

emotional real estate in our mind and heart 

that we do absolutely nothing for the 

Kingdom. Yes, I want America to remain a 



free nation, but my higher purpose is for a 

Kingdom that will last forever. Let's 

remember that the next time we're tempted 

to cross swords with someone on Facebook. 

Stop looking at the dot of what someone 

posted about socialism or capitalism or gun 

rights or immigration. Step back from the 

painting and realize we are talking to a soul 

that may need Jesus, or a lost soul who will 

definitely be reading our interactions.  

Living in Victory  

"For I know that as you pray for me and the 

Spirit of Jesus Christ helps me, this will lead 

to my deliverance. For I fully expect and 

hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I 

will continue to be bold for Christ, as I have 

been in the past. And I trust that my life will 

bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. 

For to me, living means living for Christ, 

and dying is even better." Philippians 1:19-

21, NLT  

If we continue to have God's perspective and 

step back from the painting, we will more 

consistently live in victory. I think what 

frustrates me about so many Christians of 

the 21st century is how dependent they are 

on others to live with contentment and 

victory. It only takes one dot to be "out of 

place," by our estimation, to completely 

send us off the proverbial rail. 

And while I quoted from the New Living 

Translation here, I want to use the King 

James Version of verse 21 to drive this part 

home.  

"To live is Christ." Four amazing words - 

often quoted, rarely lived. As a prisoner of 

the hostile Roman Empire, Paul knew his 

life could end at any moment. In these 

verses, he is contemplating his own 

mortality. It is something most of us, outside 

of sudden tragedy, are confronted with at 

some point. Under the Spirit's inspiration, he 

pens these golden words that begin, "To live 

is Christ!" I think we often blow by this 

statement in order to get to the next part, but 

it may be why so many Christians are 

ineffective and joyless. That is because for 

many the motto is, "To live is wealth," or 

"To live is stuff," or "To live is kids."  

Can we truthfully say, "To live is Christ"? 

What or who are we really living for? If we 

abide in, "To live is Christ," we will always 

have the right perspective, no matter what 

comes. Are there things that have happened 

within the last year from which we cannot 

seem to remove our eyes, dots that have 

captured our attention? If our nose is that 

close to the painting of our life, we will not 

live for Christ, because we will not see Him.  

Two years ago, I unexpectedly found myself 

in the hospital. Minutes before speaking at a 

youth service, I suddenly collapsed in the 

back of the room and left a small puddle of 

blood on the floor. After days of tests, it was 

determined I had a diverticular bleed, 

something I was told "could have happened 

to anyone." I was thankful to not have a 

more severe diagnosis and went home 

thankful. Then the medical bills started 

coming in. They seemingly came from 

everywhere, from anyone within a five-mile 

radius of the hospital. They piled up to the 

tune of $35,000. It became a dot on the 

canvas I couldn't look away from. I 

proclaimed my innocence and anger toward 

God and wondered why I had suffered this 

injustice. I was bitter for the better part of a 

year. Then in preparing for a message on 

worship, the Lord challenged me, "You need 

to find a way to bring me glory in this 

situation." I growled (which apparently is 

one of my spiritual gifts) and complained, 

but obeyed the Lord. In the message I 

intentionally gave the Lord glory for His 

help and healing without mentioning the 

resulting bills. A month later, I went to make 

a payment by phone on my largest bill…and 



was informed that there no longer was a 

balance on my account. I called about 

another bill immediately thereafter and was 

informed that they owed me money. I called 

a third creditor and they zeroed out my 

account on the spot. Within an hour or two, 

almost $30,000 of my debt was gone. We 

must find a way to say, "To live is Christ," 

even when life is unfair, and bring Him 

glory. My dot of injustice turned into a 

masterpiece of His provision.  

Paul didn't see trouble as God showing 

disapproval over him. He just saw it as a 

momentary disturbance that God was much 

bigger than. Paul always saw the whole 

painting.  

"To Die is Gain." Look again at how Paul 

says this in the New Living Translation, 

"…and dying is even better." How's that for 

perspective? When is the last time you even 

heard a believer in Christ say, "Dying is 

even better?" No matter what occurred or 

how unfairly he had been treated, for Paul, 

everything was a win-win situation. Being in 

a Roman prison and an enemy of the state, 

he knew he could be put to death at any 

time.  At the same point, there was so much 

more to be done, so many more places to go 

with the light of Christ.  

But rather than looking at what he was 

entitled to, Paul focused on living in victory 

through life or death. His fate was in the 

Lord's hands, and that was just fine with 

Paul. He thought, "Either I stay and bring 

the gospel to others, or I go home to be with 

Jesus forever." Isn't that the way we 

believers should view everything? This is 

what it looks like to stand back from the 

painting. Ultimately, Paul could not lose. To 

me, this is where the Lord wants all of us to 

be.  

Christians today seem to be dreading heaven 

and instead are trying to make heaven on 

earth. We are fearing things we should 

embrace as Christians. God wants to give us 

a fresh perspective on life and death. I 

remember losing my mother to breast cancer 

when I was 17 and a senior in high school. 

My mother was a woman of the Word and 

prayer. She stood on the promises of God 

during her illness and declared them over 

her life. She surrounded herself with 

Christian teaching and was truly a woman of 

faith. She was confident that cancer would 

not win. But the cancer eventually took 

over, and she left this life at the young age 

of 44. Whether you're 17 or 72, when you 

lose someone close, it rattles your bones. 

Over the years, I believe the Lord has given 

me perspective on the loss. While it was 

entirely right for me to grieve, cry, and wail 

about the loss, I now realize that it was 

ultimately an act of healing. It wasn't the 

healing I wanted, but it was the healing she 

needed. She may not have realized it at the 

time, but she could not lose. Either the Lord 

would restore her to health here and give her 

a tremendous story to tell, or He would raise 

her up to glory in His presence. We often 

quote Job saying that God gives and takes 

away. Well, what I thought was the ultimate 

"take away" from me was actually the 

ultimate "give" to her. 

Please hear me. If you are dealing with a 

personal loss like this, I do not have clichés 

and slogans that are long played out. All I 

can say is that if we can step back from it far 

enough until we see the Lord's nail-scarred 

hand holding a brush, through our tears and 

grief, we cannot lose either. Because in 

Jesus, dying is much better.  

To me, that is the joy of the Lord. We just 

need to take a few steps back until we see 

His hand at work. Let Him change your 

perspective today and see that He is setting 

you up for something that only He can 

accomplish and for which only He can get 



the glory. Get a fresh perspective of Him 

today. 
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